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Agenda

• Our General Education Assessment Practices Fall 2014 - Spring 2019

• The Shift to CORE 42 in Missouri

• Current Revision of our General Education Assessment Practices



Where are you in your 
assessment journey?

What are your challenges with assessment of 
student learning?

Where are you on your assessment journey? 

How has your institution responded to curricular 
changes as a result of CORE 42?



St. Louis Community College Profile

• Established 1962
• Four campus, 2 education centers

• Mission: St. Louis Community College expands minds and changes 
lives every day by offering high-quality educational experiences 
leading to degrees, certificates, employment, university transfer, and 
life-long learning.

• 5 college-transfer programs
• 77 career programs



St. Louis Community College Student Body Profile

36%

64%

Head Count

Full time Part time

60%

39%

1%

Gender

Female Male Unknown



• Mean Age: 26
• Median Age: 22 

St. Louis Community College Student Body Profile
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28%

13%

12%

6%
4%

Age

Under 21 21-25 26-30 31-40 41-50 Over 50

0.20% 4%

33%
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0.10%1%2%

52%

Ethnicity

American Indian Asian
African American Hispanic/Latino
Multiracial Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander
Non-Resident Alien Unknown
While



St. Louis Community College Student Body Profile
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23%

Developmental Needs

Students placing into developmental coursework
Students not placing into developmental coursework
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developmental coursework



Current 
institutional 
assessment 
activities



Current 
institutional 
assessment 
calendar



Current Institutional Assessment Practices



Current General Education Assessment Practices

Background:
• 2011-2013 Developed Student Learning Outcomes and rubrics to 

assess the outcomes
• Disciplinary “champions” identified in 2011 to lead revision of course 

profiles for all courses designated as “General Education”
• Intensive revision process throughout 2013-2014 academic year 

resulted in more than 120 courses being revised



Skills Areas
• Communicating*
• Higher Order Thinking*
• Valuing*
• Managing Information*

Knowledge Areas
• Social & Behavioral Sciences*
• Life & Physical Sciences*
• Mathematics*
• Humanities and Fine Arts*
• Global/Intercultural Studies
• Interdisciplinary Studies

*Missouri State General Education Learning Outcomes

Current General Education Assessment Practices



• Sample 
assessment rubric 
developed for 
“Communicating” 
Skill Area category



• SLOs were mapped across General Education curriculum
Current General Education Assessment Practices
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Current General Education Assessment Practices

• Course profiles for all 
general education 
courses identify 
general education 
SLOs with which the 
course SLOs align



• STLCC joined HLC 
Academy for 
Assessment of 
Student Learning

• 4-year program, 
beginning Fall 2013

• Embedded 
assessment model 
was proposed and 
developed

Current General Education Assessment Practices



175/8/2019

Embedded Model
• Collected artifacts are student work that is already part of a course
• Student has a stake in the outcome
• Used for all General Education Courses for all General Education Student 

Learning Outcome Categories
• Was very well-received by our peer-reviewers during our 2018 comprehensive 

site visit in 2018

Current General Education Assessment Practices



• STLCC joined HLC 
Academy for 
Assessment of 
Student Learning

• 4-year program, 
beginning Fall 2013

• Operational plan for 
assessment was 
developed



Important developments:
• Spring 2014 assessment pilot showed us that respected faculty 

leaders were needed to vet faculty artifact submission for applicability 
to chosen SLOs

• Created General Education Assessment Facilitator position for each 
Gen Ed SLO category, to be filled by faculty members

• Role evolved to include leadership of rating sessions, SLO and rubric 
revision where necessary, and analysis of data in respective category

• Work includes small stipend

Current General Education Assessment Practices
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Current General Education Assessment Practices
Important developments:
• Collected artifacts from all categories for first four semesters to gather 

benchmark data
• Shifted to cyclical schedule, planning to collect from two categories every 

semester
• Faculty feedback indicated desire for more frequent collection, so shifted to a 

more regular review cycle with each category collected during the academic year
Fall Collection/Spring Review Spring Collection/Fall Review
Communications Humanities & Fine Arts
Higher Order Thinking Natural Sciences
Managing Information Mathematics
Valuing Social & Behavioral Sciences



• All faculty whose 
General Education 
course section is 
chosen for assessment 
receive this document 
as Part 1 (of 2) of 
participation packet at 
start of collection 
semester



• All faculty whose 
General Education 
course section is 
chosen for assessment 
receive this document 
as Part 2 (of 2) of 
participation packet at 
start of collection 
semester



• Assessment Week rating 
and data discussion 
sessions usually occur 
during the 3rd or 4th week 
of the semester. 

• All full-time general 
education faculty are 
invited to participate.

• Sessions are hosted by 
the General Education 
Assessment Facilitators



Rating Sessions:
• Faculty participants provided with brief discussion of General Education 

assessment history, plan, and rationale 
• Participants introduced to appropriate rubric for area
• Participants given sample assignments and student artifacts to rate using the 

rubric
• Discussion (sometimes robust) followed about application of the rubric to the 

assignment to norm its use and improve inter-rater reliability
• Sample activity also provided participants practice with survey instrument
• Faculty then received packets of student artifacts for rating in two-hour session
• Facilitators sought to have artifacts rated by two faculty raters

Current General Education Assessment Practices



Instructions

• Faculty rated artifacts using rubrics uploaded through Survey Monkey
Current General Education Assessment Practices



Instructions

• Faculty rated artifacts using rubrics uploaded through Survey Monkey
Current General Education Assessment Practices
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Semester

A. Break material into constituent parts and determine how parts relate to 
one another and to an overall structure or purpose.
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Semester

D. Employ correct diction, syntax, usage, grammar and mechanics in a 
formal written document.

Current General Education Assessment Practices
• Assessment data is provided to 

all faculty through the Annual 
Assessment Report

• These charts compare % of 
students scoring proficient or 
exemplary for each SLO in a 
class introducing the SLO to the 
capstone class at the end of the 
program

• Facilitators use data to guide 
discussions related to their 
categories



285/8/2019

Current General Education Assessment Practices
• Charts such as this provide trend data about student achievement of proficient and 

exemplary levels in Capstone courses by semester



Current General Education Assessment Practices
From analysis of the data, we have 
implemented improvements or changes:

• Targeted collection of certain SLOs

• Increased instruction of certain SLOs 
in our curriculum

• Revision of some SLOs and rubrics

• Professional development to help 
develop assignments to elicit artifacts

• Assignment repository provided for 
faculty to share assignment ideas



• Per Board of Trustees 
approval in Spring 2018, 
the College fully 
implemented the new 
state-wide CORE 42 
curriculum as the 
General Education 
requirement beginning in 
Fall 2018

Shift to CORE 42



Prior to Fall 2018
ENG 101 College Composition I 3 credit hours

ENG 102 College Composition II 3 credit hours

COM 101 Oral Communication, or 
COM 107 Public Speaking

3 credit hours

MTH 160 College Algebra, or higher 4 credit hours

GEN 200 Capstone 1 credit hour

Humanities and Fine Arts 9 credit hours

Social and Behavioral Sciences 9 credit hours

Life and Physical Science 7-10 credit hours

Interdisciplinary Studies 3 credit hours

*at least one course must be complete from 
the Global/Intercultural Course list

Starting Fall 2018

Written and Oral Communications
6 credits minimum from Written, 3 credits minimum from 
Oral

9 credit hours

Mathematical Sciences 3-4 credit hours

Humanities and Fine Arts
From at least two disciplines

9 credit hours

Social and Behavioral Sciences
Including at least one Civics course

9 credit hours

Natural Sciences
From at least two disciplines, including one course with a 
lab component

7 credit hours

MOTR Courses to reach 42 credit hours 4-5 credit hours

Shift to CORE 42



• The online College 
Catalog provides an 
overview, frequently 
asked questions, and 
the most up-to-date 
lists of current 
courses that qualify 
for each of the CORE 
42 general education 
categories

Shift to CORE 42



• Students declaring the General Transfer Studies AA or AA in Teaching 
programs starting Fall 2018 will complete the new CORE 42 curriculum 
as the General Education requirement

CORE 42 Implementation



• Continuing students who declared GTS-AA or the AAT programs prior to 
Fall 2018 may elect to change catalog years if they see a benefit to 
switching to CORE 42; they are encouraged to speak with their advisor

• To allow continuing students to complete their General Education requirements 
for catalog terms prior to Fall 2018:

• GEN 200 will be offered as needed; analysis of the student population will be conducted to determine if future 
sections of GEN 200 will be needed or if a substitution will be approved

• IDS courses will continue to be offered. The IDS courses may continue to serve as viable options for degree 
electives beyond the 42-credit hours even for students completing CORE 42

CORE 42 Implementation



• Courses that were included in the previous General Education block but 
not included in the state-wide CORE 42 matrix will 

• continue to count for students completing the previous general education block, 
• but will not currently be considered general education coursework for students 

pursuing CORE 42

CORE 42 Implementation



• Starting Fall 2018, artifacts were collected from a random selection 
of all General Education courses, and not only those serving as 
“Introductory” courses for a skill or knowledge area 

• All General Education courses serve as “reinforcement courses” for General 
Education student learning outcomes

• Relevant outcomes reinforced by each course were selected by faculty as 
each course was approved during the previous General Education revision

• Selected General Education outcomes for each course can be found within 
course profiles

Changes to Gen Ed Assessment due to CORE 42



• As part of CORE 42 revision, MDHE work groups developed new 
General Education student learning outcomes language

• As an institution, we decided to use this opportunity to revisit and, where 
appropriate, revise our institutional General Education student learning 
outcomes

• Presented our options as well as revised MDHE SLO language during Service Week, August 2018
• Held listening session during Staff Professional Development Day, October 2018

CORE 42 Impact on General Education Assessment



• Fall 2018 – Sent out call for faculty volunteers to serve on revision 
workgroups for General Education SLO categories 

• General Education Assessment Facilitators served as workgroup leaders 
for their respective categories

CORE 42 Impact on General Education Assessment



SLO Revision Workgroup Charges:
• Review the current STLCC SLOs and assessment rubrics, revised 

statewide CORE 42 SLOs, and assessment outcomes data 
• Develop revisions of SLOs where necessary (this may include revision, 

addition, or deletion of current SLOs)
• Develop rubrics to be used in assessment of the revised SLOs
• Forward draft student learning outcomes and assessment rubrics to the 

General Education Council for consideration

CORE 42 Impact on General Education Assessment



SLO Revision Workgroup Guidance:
• Our institutional SLOs do not need to match the statewide CORE 42 

SLOs in number or language (though they should align with the overall 
“State-level description” of the category).

• The SLOs should define what we would like our students to know or be 
able to do after completing the General Education curriculum at St. Louis 
Community College.

• The SLOs should be measureable and use action verbs such as those 
found in versions of Bloom’s Taxonomy (e.g. summarize, classify, predict, 
solve, calculate, generate, create, etc.). Words like "understand" and 
"appreciate" are difficult to measure.

CORE 42 Impact on General Education Assessment



SLO Revision Workgroup Guidance (continued):
• There is no defined number of SLOs for each category; the focus should 

be on ensuring all important skills and habits of mind are captured in the 
SLOs.

• Consider reviewing the language in the AAC&U VALUE rubrics, which 
have been developed and tested by faculty at many other institutions to 
be effective and authentic tools to measure student learning.

CORE 42 Impact on General Education Assessment



Curriculum Revision Timetable
• March 1 – Revised SLOs submitted to General Education Council

• Workgroups are currently responding to Council feedback

• May 1 – Workgroups will submit revised assessment rubrics to General 
Education Council

• End of semester – General Education faculty will be notified of final 
revised SLOs to begin revision of individual course profiles to be 
completed by October 31

CORE 42 Impact on General Education Assessment



Curriculum Revision Timetable (continued)

• November 2019 – Course profile revisions for all General Education 
courses due in course information management system

• March 2020 – Final course profile revision completed through District 
Curriculum Committee in preparation for Fall 2020 student registration

CORE 42 Impact on General Education Assessment



• The capstone (GEN200) provided good comparative data and 
launched numerous rich conversations

• We are looking for good alternatives

• What do you do at your institutions?

No Capstone?

445/8/2019



How has your institution responded to curricular 
changes and assessment challenges as a result of 

CORE 42?



Questions?

Joyce Starr Johnson
314-951-9405

Thomas Dieckmann
314-644-9943

tdieckmann5@stlcc.edu
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